
THE FLOODS 
 

Flooding is a natural disaster that can have devasting effects on communities, 
infrastructure and ecosystems. It occurs when water exceeds normal levels, 
submerging lands that are usually dry. The causes of floods can be varied: heavy 
rainfall, snowmelt, hurricanes, or the overflow of rivers. Climate change has 
increased the frequency and severity of floods, making them more common in many 
regions. The climatic temperature rises and with it is also the phenomenon of 
greenhouse gases.  

Preventing floods requires a combination of effective urban planning, environmental 
conservation and early warning systems. An important way to minimize damage is 
preserving natural floods barrier, such as wetlands, forests and mangroves. These 
ecosystem act as sponges, absorbing excess water and reducing impact of floods. 
Urban areas can also benefit from green roofs, which allow water to be absorbed 
instead of funning off. 

 Another strategy consists of the regular cleaning of the river embankments, 
especially those in risk areas. Proper drainage systems are also crucial to prevent 
water from accumulating in streets and homes.  

Another very important thing is the warning of the arrival of the flood, so that citizens 
have time to evacuate or take protective measures. Public education about flood 
risks and preparedness is also a key in minimizing damage and saving lives. 

By combining engineering solutions with natural conservation efforts and technology, 
we can mitigate the devasting impact of floods and make our communities more 
resilient. 

An example of floods is the one that happened in Florence in November 1966, when 
the Arno River overflowed due to heavy rainfall, submerging large parts of the city. 
The flood caused a lot of damage to historical landmarks, artworks and buildings. 
Many priceless cultural treasures were affected, this is the city’s most devasting 
natural event.  

 


